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PATRICK THORNE

THE WORLD'S MOST EXPENSIVE SKI PASS

ASYOU MAY have gathered, I know

prices spiked too, with a six-day pass down with a calculator if you want to
1o one of the top resorts, thanks in save hundreds of pounds. French
part to currency fluctuations, resorts are, on the whale, among the
touching the equivalent of £350!

Ridiculous! But things have become
more sensible since, so it doesn't make
our final list.

most expensive for children, with kids
paying more, younger. Aware of this,
a range of complex ‘family discounts’
are available (all with varied terms and
conditions). In Switzerland, adult

far too much about ski resorts, passes,  NOT WHERE, BUT WHEN liftpasses tend to cost a bit mare in
and prices. And was, therefore, Austrian and Italian resorts have resorts like Zermatt but these same
charged with compiling the first ever always had different pricing resorts don't ask kids to pay at all
Golden Ticket list last winter. The plan depending on when you travel during until age 10, and then only half the
was simple: find the 10 most expensive the season; high season means adult price. Compare this to French
liftpasses in the world. The rules were highest price, unsurprisingly. Then resorts, which ask kids to pay 70% of

straightforward too: the price could be
for any week in the season (hence

the Americans lead the ‘book online to
get a lower price’ policy. Meanwhile, it

the adult price from age four, and the
full adult price from age 11 or 12.

some of the eye-watering amounts now seems that the price of your ski Most extreme is the Mont Blanc
you'll see below, which often cover New ticket increasingly depends on when regional pass costing €205 for six
Year in the US, etc). This year you'll you buy it, as much as when you go. days for a four-year-old child! Austria
get the top five European resorts, plus This has been the norm for years with and Italy fall between these two
the top five worldwide. season tickets - buy as soon as the pricing models. Maybe get your
season finishes and you pay less than teenagers to look at family pricing as a
WHAT'S CHANGED? if you buy just before the next season homewark project... those at college
Well, exchange rates are always key. begins, but now that thinking is could do a thesis on it, it's that complex!
The pound is still down in the moving to regular six-day tickets, too.

dumps. The price of Telluride’s six-day
ticket for example is the same as last
year at $522, but the current exchange

So it was that several ski areas in
France and Italy were offering 10% to
20% discounts on liftpasses if you

rate has put it up £20 for us. It's a bought in advance this autumn.
similar story with the Swiss Franc,

and although the most expensive NORTH AMERICA

ticket in Europe - Aosta, which gives Yes, they have the world’s most
access to resorts including Zermatt expensive liftpasses but they're also

and Cervinia - actually costs 30
Francs less than last year, the price
has increased a little for Brits. Only
the Euro-zone prices have improved
slightly, down about 2%, like for like,

the biggest discounters, so fortunately
very few people pay the headline prices
we've got here. It seems US resorts

price tickets highly, just like Tesco do
on last winter. It also means the Four
with their cheap wine, so they can
Vansysmthewpnvem offer discounts and still make the
knocking out Paradiski (last year's profit they first intended.
number three), despite it rising to
X FAMILIES
€249 for a full pass. Although their Finding the best deal is a nightmare.
2010 season is over, Australian ticket There's nothing for it to but to sit
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THE RESULTS

WORLD'S FIVE MOST EXPENSIVE EUROPE’S FIVE MOST EXPENSIVE
SIX-DAY ADULT LIFTPASSES" SIX-DAY ADULT LIFTPASSES
i T A1 2009 | 3@ 2009 § (Gt 2009 102009 | A 2602009 Y &2 2009 | S Mowenty
B Steamboat USA | Deer Valley. USA | Vall USA Aspen. USA Aosta. Italy/ Saas Fee Sk Pass Mont T
i - Switzerland Switzertand /
7;’:
e £35892 £356.08 £34451 221732 £242.66 223416
R A sz A 23572 A 3480 A S4B A S48 A S2283 A 22085 WA
Over 160 runs 2002 Dlympic Over 400 runs 1805 acres. pass | Four ski areas 20 skl areasand | Thres resorts 350km of piste. | Bigpest of
2985 acres venue 1825 and ahuge 5289 | valid for Vall and | with more than over 1000 acres | 245km of runs 10 ski areas. inc. | Chamonix's three
supest glades acres aces vice-versa 325 1uns and over 40 ifts | StMontz ticket options
O D
|
Coverage is reproduced under licence from the NLA, CLA or other copyrightowner. No further copying (including the +44 (0) 20 7264 4700
P . printing of digital cuttings), digital reproductions or forwarding is permitted exceptunder licence from the NLA, info@precise.co.uk
reCISe http:/Awww.nla.co.uk (for newspapers) CLA, http//www.cla.co.uk (for books & magazines) or other copyright body www.precise.co.uk



